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laneous records in Chinese, Uigur and Tangut scripts; block-printed
pictures; stucco relievos, etc.

When increasing heat in June stopped work at desert sites, we
turned south to the high Nan-shan range. With the help of
Surveyor Lai Singh, once again my devoted travel companion, the
mapping of 1907 was extended hy accurate surveys of the high
ground further east, containing the headwaters of the Kan-chou
river. After a serious riding accident had obliged me to regain
Kan-chou in August, I followed the river down to Mao-mei on the
Etsin-gol. In September, still in a crippled state, I set out on a
journey of some 500 miles which carried us, by unsurveyed
routes, right across the desert ranges of the Pei-shan to the eastern-
most Tien-shan. The journey thence along its northern foot, past
Barkul and Guchen, acquainted me with a part of Dzungaria which,
owing to the part it has played in the great migrations of the Yueh-
chih or Indo-Scythians, Huns and Turks, presents distinct historical
interest.

The important oasis of Turf an, gained early in November, 1914, by
a high and hitherto unsurveyed pass across the T'ien-shan, afforded
during three winter months opportunities for fruitful archaeological
work. By excavations at ruins of Kara-khoja and Toyuk, which
the protracted and fruitful labours of Professors Griinwedel and
Von Lecoq had left untouched, a quantity of interesting art relics,
mainly of Uigur times, was recovered. The careful removal of wall
paintings from the Buddhist cave shrines of Murtuk saved a large
series of fine Buddhist pictures, dating from the same period, from
more such vandal destruction as they had been exposed to at the
hands of the local inhabitants.

In January, 1915, this work having progressed sufficiently, I
applied myself to a task as novel as it was fruitful. Above the
large village of Astana and near the old capital of the oasis there